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Serving with a grateful heart-
2024 ministry report

Paul Cheng

As 2024 is quickly coming to an end, it is the perfect
time for us to reflect on God's guidance throughout
the year, count His abundant blessings, and examine
whether we have been faithful in serving Him.

This year, another retired missionary we care deeply
about has left us. Dr. Bob Long, who served at
Taitung Christian Hospital for 22 years, entered the
Lord’s rest on October 29. He fought the good fight
for the Gospel and left behind a powerful testimony
of a life dedicated to Christ, serving as an example
for us in ministry. The best way to honor his memory
is to follow in his footsteps, actively participate in
mission work, serve those in need, and spread the
Gospel to the poor and God’s beloved people. In
May, | had the opportunity to return to Taiwan with
two other retired missionaries, Dr. Frank Dennis and
Dr. Tim Stafford, to celebrate the 60th anniversary of
Taitung Christian Hospital. We witnessed the Gospel
fruit borne from their humble obedience,
selflessness, and dedication to serving alongside
God at this hospital in eastern Taiwan.

Inspired by the example of these retired medical
missionaries, we have been further motivated to
engage in overseas missions and continue
supporting younger medical missionaries serving on
the frontlines of the mission fields. Reflecting on the

early days of these retired missionaries’ ministries,
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students to Taitung and HengChun during summer
and winter breaks for service internships, joined by
international students. These regular activities have
fostered strong relationships between Mackay
Medical College and local Christian hospitals. In
May, we had the opportunity to visit a home care
center in Lanyu and decided to support their
palliative care program, hoping to increase
involvement and provide students with
opportunities to serve on offshore islands.

We are deeply grateful to all church leaders and
brothers and sisters who continue to support our
ministry with donations and prayers. We firmly
believe that apart from God’s grace and will, we
cannot accomplish any ministry on our own. All our
time, health, wealth, abilities, relationships, and
possessions are gifts from God. Thus, we give back
with grateful hearts, knowing that there is no room
for boasting in what we do. May God continue to
use us, and may all glory be to our Lord and God.

EERNEERESRESMEBENEBWGF
LCMM at Vidnova church in Lviv, Ukraine

Reflections on LCMM Bangladesh

Mission- Entering the hard place
Dr. Rayman Wong

Prayer about evangelism and mission in Arab World:

“God of all creation, bring justice and peace to our
world. Teach us to be peacemakers. Guide

us in our pursuit of justice and the common good.
Inspire us to welcome all, forgive al, and

love al. Direct us as we walk in the shadow of Jesus:
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Inspire

us to perceive the world through your eyes, that we
might find hope and joy each day,

supportive of each other, for the sake of your
Kingdom.”

Introducing why South Asian and the significant of
Medical Mission

From the heights of the mighty Himalayas to the
crystal-clear water of the Maldives, South

Asia is both awe-inspiring and heart-wrenching. It
has the largest concentration of

non-Christians on the planet. South Asia is home to
more than 500 million Muslims and is

the birthplace of Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and
Jainism. The 1.9 billion people of South

Asia are concentrated in an area less than half the
size of the USA. Countries in South Asia includes
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka, and Maldives. In 2050 » statistic shows four
of top five largest populated urban centers in the
world will be in South Asia include Mumbai, Delhi
and Kolkata in India, and Dhaka in

Bangladesh. 2,359 people groups with little to no
evangelical influence. 35,875 persons dying daily
without hearing about Christ. It has the largest
concentration of lostness on the planet.

South Asia is home to one third of the world's Muslims.
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than the WHO PM2.5 annual guideline; India (54.4
pg/m3) more than 10 times higher than the WHO
PM2.5 annual guideline; Tajikistan(49.0 ug/m3)
more than 9 times higher than the WHO PM2.5
annual guideline and Burkina Faso (46.6 ug/m3)
more than 9 times higher than the WHO PM2.5
annual guideline. According to ACOG 2021
committee opinion, toxic exposures related to
reproductive and developmental health primarily
have been associated with infertility and
miscarriage, obstetric outcomes such as preterm
birth, and low birth weight, neurodevelopment
delay such as autism, and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, and adult and childhood
cancer.

Last year, Ms. Dipti (is a Hindu common feminine
given name, which means "the last ray of

hope when all hope is lost"), she married at the age
of 20, started worried due to not conceive for 3
years. She was baptized one week earlier and
because of connection with the local church she
wants to consult us. She reported that she was
experiencing a missed period and problem of sub-
fertility. Thanks to our advanced ultrasound device,
we were able to find she was conceiving in the early
stage. Alleviate her worries and avoid her from
unnecessary management. This year, Dipti's mother
brought the newborn baby to my clinic sharing the
happiness with us. But, as it is written, “What no eye
has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man
imagined, what God has prepared for those who

love him” 1 Corinthians 2 : 9.

On the last few days, we traveled to Saidpur,
Northwest of the country. A brief introduction

of Lamb hospital would make you amazed by how
abundant a life they are aiming for: it is a

150-bed general hospital located in Dinjpur district
of Bangladesh. The hospital started operating in
1983 and since then it has been providing health
care for the neighboring community, especially the
poor. LAMB hospital is run by Lutheran Aid to
Medicine in Bangladesh, and NGO of the American
Santal Mission in Dinajpur. The hospital also
established a low-cost telemedicine system with the
help of The Swinfen Charitable Trust apart from
diagnostic, general health care, and acute care
services. It is a hospital that focuses heavily on
Obstetrics and Gynecology and Pediatrics, the most
vulnerable in the community. For Pediatrics, besides
in-patient and out-patient services, a rehabilitation
center is set up for children with development delay
and disabilities.

Closely coordinating with LAMB hospital is a
research center that collects data from hospitals and
the local community for guidance of their own
clinical protocols and to make evidence
basedmedicine feasible. Besides hospital services,
Lamb has extensive outreach services with
numerous projects in solving health and social
problems in the community, such as to facilitate safe
delivery, reduce prematurity, empower young girls,
and advise against child marriage. For education,
there is an English medium school as well a nursing
and midwives’ school to provide high quality
professional training. A local church provides
chaplaincy services to the wards and all the
gardening in the hospital compound is managed by
people with handicap.

Our stay in Lamb was inspiring and mind-blowing.
Reward is the team can gather every morning and
night, sharing the message from bible. Belong, belief
and give glory to God. In the revelation chapter 7
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Good News. We also have a good project where a
church family takes care of another family in need
and they build relationships together.

Also, those who need it can get family counseling.

The boundaries of our ministry do not end with
Ukraine. We care about other nations. Somewhere in
the mountains of Nepal, there are people who have
never heard of Christ. And among the cities of
Ukraine, there was a family that moved there and is
telling people the Gospel. We support these
missionaries, and we were there with them at an
altitude of 4,500 meters, sharing the Word with those
who heard it for the first time. «And how will they
preach unless they are commissioned and sent ?

“ Just as it is written and forever remains written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news of good things!” [Isaiah 52:7]» Romans

We all know that everyone needs a reliable shoulder
to lean on. And this year, we have it! Despite all the
chaos in Ukraine, we are overwhelmed to see the
faces of people who love us through their actions.
Paul Cheng and Luke Christian Medical Mission have
touched our challenges and stood by our side to
strengthen our ministry with their prayers and
finances. A few days ago, we received $5,000 from
the organization. What is $5,0007? It is a lot for us in
Ukraine. But compared to the eternal soul that can
be saved; the restoration that can come to
someone's home and the food that can save lives, it
is not a big price.

We have many dreams that require many resources.
But we know that all dreams that please God
become plans. The funds will allow us to organize
regular meetings with refugees and people in
difficult situations. We can provide art therapy,
expert consultations, food packages, crisis
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assistance, educational events and finally, retreats
and recovery for all those who are affected by the
war. These measures will always be insufficient to
cover the needs of our people.

We pray that the war will end tomorrow, but we
know that its consequences will follow us for decades
to come, and we need your support. We want to be
the church that brings restoration and reconstruction,
but sometimes we are the ones who need this

help. Recently, three brothers from our church were
drafted into the army. Unfortunately, there are at
least two funerals every day in every city in Ukraine
and among them are two parents of our church
members. All these people need help and our
support. We are very scared sometimes. But we
know that God is with us, who can go against us?

We invite you to stand with us side by side and fight
for us with your prayers, finances and support. And
maybe someday in heaven, you will meet some of
the “dear strangers “who came to know God
because of you.
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Love communities by the ways

God has taught us

- Reflections on my teaching at MMC
Dr. Daniel Chen

In September 2024, | taught a six-hour segment of
the Precision Medicine and Community Health
Enhancement course at Mackay Medical College
(MMOC). This was my second time teaching the
course, which was previously named Current Topics
on Biomedicine. My segment of the course was
taught over three days and focused on conceptual
frameworks, tools, and practical experiences to
enhance community health.

The Course Segment

In the six hours of class time, MMC students learned
about basic community health planning concepts,
such as the life course perspective for designing
multi-generational interventions and the social
ecological model to gain an appreciation of health
occurring in the context of local communities. They
also learned to draw causal-loop diagrams and
engaged in a participatory group model building
session—practical Systems Thinking techniques
helpful for studying complex systems like a local
community. Through a role-playing exercise,
students experimented with ways to establish
equitable community partnerships. Utilizing
ethnographic techniques, students engaged in a
community observation workshop for which they
observed community members and the built
environment in the Sanzhi town center. Based on
their observations, students identified community
issues as well as opportunities to learn more about
the community.

Student Participation and Response
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About 44 students enrolled in the course, almost
tripling the number in 2023. Although most of the
students were from the Department of Medicine,
students from other departments such as nursing
and audiology also enrolled in the course. The 6-
hour segment was taught in English, but students
were encouraged to ask for a real-time language
interpretation if the terminology or concept is
difficult to understand. They were also allowed to
respond to questions in Mandarin as needed.

Despite the class being relatively large in size,
students showed impressive concentration during
lectures and enthusiastically engaged in class
activities. Their passion was the most evident during
the community observation workshop. It was
heartwarming to see the students—almost all 44 of
them—waking up early and hiking downhill from
MMC to the Sanzhi town center in pouring rain.
When they arrived, it was barely 7am. Students split
into groups and stood at pre-determined locations
around the elementary school, the market, and the
transportation hub. They paid close attention to the
people, the traffic, the buildings, and many other
elements that are all part of the 7am community life
in Sanzhi on a rainy day.

When we reconvened in Sanzhi’s community center
for a debriefing session, students talked about safety
concerns for the elderly folks with hunched backs
that were dropped off by a bus to do their grocery
shopping. They wanted to find out more about
possible harmful mold growth in residences during
Sanzhi’s rainy winter. They pointed out cigarette
smoking was happening at the bus stop waiting
area, causing many waiting for the bus to inhale
second-hand smoke. “Maybe a signage is needed to
discourage smoking,” they said. One group saw

some questionable food handling practices of the



I Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. -

improve health and wellbeing. My research goals
and approaches are informed by my experience as a
community coalition builder. Working with my
colleagues, we’ve developed tools for communities
and their partners to navigate power dynamics, map
the systems around the issue they want to address,
policy and advocacy plans, and system dynamics
simulation models projecting the effects of policy,
practice, and funding allocation changes. All these
efforts are part of my exploration of “how to love”.

As | prepared for teaching the course at MMC, |
pondered, “What information is helpful?”, “What
would leave a lasting impact for the students?” and
“God, teach me how to love these students.” The
answer | found is simply to share the ways God has
taught me to love communities.

When | look back at my life, | can see many things
that God has done over the years to put me in a
position to teach community health planning in
Taiwan. | am grateful to have had the opportunity to
teach at MMC and engage with all the amazing
students. | truly hope the students learned
something helpful. And that they will have the
humility and the wisdom to observe, listen, and
partner with communities throughout their careers,
in Taiwan and around the world.

Note on Student Leaders

Administrative logistics of the course, including
breakout group assignments and the community
observation workshop, were coordinated by student
leaders, faculty, and staff. Many of the student
leaders had taken the course back in 2023. It was
wonderful to see them again and | am so grateful for
their dedication and thoughtfulness throughout the
time | was with them.
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Dr. Chen was teaching about community health to
MMC students
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My experiences in Thailand medical

services
Amy Liu

| appreciate that | had this opportunity to join the
free clinic in Thailand as a student. | learned a lot in
this activity.

Before going to Thailand, we had done lots of
preparation for free clinic. The first thing to do is
learning Thai. Although there was an interpreter, we
still had to learn some basic Thai to talk with locals
smoothly and show our kindness to them. Besides, |
thought that trying to speak their language could
make a closer relationship and show respect to
them. Second, we made two health education
posters about Dengue Fever and Lower Back pian to
teach locals how to prevent and improve such
health problems because the health resources in
Thailand are limited , and locals are engaged in labor
jobs and often need to lift heavy objects, so they are
prone to lower back pain. Here is our health
education to them.

Dengue Fever, transmitted by mosquitos, causes
fever, headache, severe joint, bone and muscle pain,
retro-orbital pain, and more typically rash. Typical
dengue patients are treated primarily according to
their symptoms and to relieve their symptoms. They
patients should be well-rested, and would be fully
recovered in 7 to 14 days. There are four ways to
prevent it, checking the environment, pouring out
the accumulated water, cleaning all the containers,
and removing the insect eggs.

To reduce Low Back pian and prevent back injuries,
the following guidelines are some simple ways to
help you: Using your legs—when bending and
lifting, make sure to bend your knees so that your
legs help to distribute weight evenly. Squat with
your chest sticking out forward and your buttocks
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calm and peaceful inside and had the strength to go
about my day. | thought it was the best timing to
collect myself and it was my favorite time in every
day. Because it is a way of talking to my inner self
that helps me think more about my values and
goals. Through prayers we can find strength,
wisdom, comfort, and courage in the face of
challenges. This process often leads us to focus on
inner growth and self-understanding, and then make
a spiritual balance. When | feel upset, | would watch
the video of medical mission in Thailand to
remember what | had learned, which gives me

power to start over !

In the end, | want to share some culture shock that |
had experienced .

There was always a shower next to the toilet. At
first, | thought it was used to wash the toilet or to
clean the toilet floor. But later | found that it was
used to wash the butt. In Taiwan, toilet paper is
commonly used, so | didn't expect it to mean that at
all. But later locals there said that it can also be used
to wash toilets.

Besides, when turning on the electric fan in Taiwan,
we sometimes would use our feet to press the
switch instead of squatting down and use our hands
to do that. But for the Thais, no matter what you do,
if you use your feet, it is not a respectful behavior.

When facing culture shock, we can keep an open
mind and try to understand it. Eventually, we can
build up our confidence and feel comfortable to
adapt ourselves to the new environment and be
yourself at the same time. Do not rush to have
yourself fully get integrated in the culture!
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Reflections on my service at Taitung

Christian Hospital
Dr. Tim Stafford

This is to commemorate my return to Taitung
Christian Hospital for the celebration of the 60th
anniversary of the hospital. It brought back many
memories and renewed many friendships.

In 1972 my family moved to Taitung to help with
medical care and to share the gospel in Taitung
through The Evangelical Alliance Mission. God had
prepared us for this via many paths, and we had
three daughters 2, 3 and 4 to come with us. Our 4th
child, Daniel, came later. Along with serving several
ministries in the USA, there had been 2 years of
service in the US Army, one of which was in Vietnam
as a pediatrician, augmenting Vietnamese medical
care. After surgery training 1967 - 1970, the
American College of Surgeons offered a licensing
exam unusually early, so | could be certified before
going to Taiwan.

While we were preparing to leave the USA, God
reminded us of His sovereignty as each of our
children experienced a near-death situation, yet
with full recovery.

The Taitung Christian Hospital began before
prosperity and educational opportunities had
advanced so quickly in Taiwan. When we arrived in
1972 without Mandarin language training,
sometimes | had to speak a two digit Mandarin
number to the city operator, getting her attention by
cranking a bell, to find an English speaker in the city
to translate. Even when there was a translator
nearby we might go through several languages,
including 11 aboriginal tongues, Taiwanese,
Japanese, and Mandarin in order to understand the

iliness and give instructions. The need for adequate
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Dr. Long: There was a baby who came into the
emergency room weighing 1.3 pounds with a lusty
cry. | asked the parents | said "Well when was she
born?" and they said "15 days ago", | said "15 days
ago! Well, where has she been since Then?", they
said, "We gave birth at a birth assistant and she just
said there's no hope for this baby, just take her
home." | looked at the baby, and | thought I'm not
sure | can do much for a baby this small. | had never
even seen a baby that small; she didn't weigh one
and a half kilos at birth. We admitted her and we
had many people pray for her and it's the only
Chinese baby in all my years in Taiwan that | named
and | called her "Mei En"- Beautiful Grace. | said it's
not my skill as a pediatrician that is allowed your
baby to live; it's God's beautiful Grace. We had
people praying for her around the clock and the
world and just before | retired, she graduated from
junior high school at 15 years of age. | thought that
was God's beautiful Grace and what a privilege | had
of taking care of her, dressing her wounds, and
telling people about Jesus. Our years in Taiwan really
were God's beautiful Grace just working through our
hands on the things he would do. What a blessing!
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When you struggle with doubt or fears, how do you
overcome them and strengthen your faith?

Mrs. Long: Well, | can tell you that my husband here
believes completely in the sovereignty of God and
His goodness and His love for us. He constantly
reminded me of what was good for me and really
helped when things didn't look right. Before we
went to Taiwan, we lived in Vietham during the war.
| was scared more than once; | was really frightened
by artillery and things that were going on around us.
| never felt that way in Taiwan; | always felt so much
safer in Taiwan but | can tell you that the first
Chinese New Year when | heard firecrackers going
off, all of a sudden, my heart started pounding and |
was breathing hard because all | could think of was
small arms fire all around us and that's when | first
understood what PTSD is for people. There were
times where | was not afraid but just wondering
what the next best thing to do was; sometimes it
took time for events to sort of unfold for us to find
out what it was. I'm not a very patient person.
Knowing that God is Sovereign and my impatience
means that we're at odds with each other
sometimes because | really wanted to honor God
through what we did and how we lived, but there

were definitely times when | didn't understand what
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back from a lot of things at church that we really
enjoyed.

Dr Long: | think one thing most of us have found out
as we've gotten older is that our strength and
abilities and coordination don't improve as we get
older. It goes along with our age and so we've had to
adjust. Some of us have had accidents, some of us
have had illnesses, but God's been faithful through
all of it. We're just praying for each other for strength
and for what God is leading us through into. The
other thing | was thinking was that we have limited
opportunities to share about Christ and what's going
on in our lives, but Christmas is coming up, so many
of us will be sending out some sort of a letter or
note or just something, but | pray that we may use it
as a reminder of the fact that God is still at work in
our lives and that we may be good witnesses to do
what he's called us to do for the remainder of the
time we have here on Earth. It's been such an
encouragement to have you all share like this and
we will pray for each other and thank you so much.

Mrs. Long: | think we need to share that Bob's
prostate cancer has metastasized to his lungs and
ribs, and one of the reasons that we're moving is
that this place has a continuum of Care. We're an
independent living facility but they also have
assisted living and skilled nursing care. We don't
know right now, he doesn't have pain and he stays
sweet and happy and but we don't know how things
will progress and we just need grace for the coming
months or years that God gives him.
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Dr. Long's prayer

Lord, thank you so much that there's been an
openness for the Luke society and others to be
involved in missions and for reaching people. Thank

you for the way you, through your Holy Spirit, are
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Dr. Bob Long was born in New York in 1937 and
committed his life to Christ at the age of 18. After
graduating from medical school, he practiced
medicine in Okinawa, Japan, where he also adopted
a biracial Korean-American child. During the
Vietnam War in 1970, Dr. Long, along with his three
children, followed the U.S. military to Vietnam. They
remained there until 1975, when the U.S. withdrew
its forces. The family took the last flight out of
Vietnam, bringing many war orphans back to the
United States.

During those perilous times, as the Viet Cong
advanced toward the city where he lived, Dr. Long
relied on God'’s faithfulness. He believed that living
within God’s will was the safest place to be. For two
years, he attended seminary to prepare for a life of
missionary work. In 1977, at the invitation of Dr.
Dennis, Dr. Long began serving at the Taitung
Christian Hospital in Taiwan, which at the time was
located in a remote and underdeveloped area. He
spent two and a half years learning Mandarin before
starting his medical missionary work in 1979. Dr.
Long became Taitung's first pediatrician and
established a pediatric ward. Reverend Billy Graham,
whom he met in seminary, donated royalties from
his published works to support the ward's
development.

Dr. Long was known for his humor and approachable
nature. His playful phrase, “Let’s see if there’s a
Mickey Mouse in your mouth,” eased children’s
fears during medical visits. He once contracted
hepatitis B while treating a critically ill patient,
requiring a month-long recovery in a hospital bed.
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beautiful testimony of God’s work in her and Bob’s
lives through LCMM activities.

Dr. Robert Long's life exemplified unwavering faith
and commitment to God's calling. Since he was 18
years old, he humbly surrendered his path to God's
will, trusting fully in His divine guidance. Dr. Long’s
steadfast commitment to allowing God to determine
his journey is a powerful encouragement to me,
especially when | have struggled with uncertainty
and conflicting directions. Dr. Long’s joyful smile,
always radiating the peace of heaven, is forever
etched in my heart, reminding me to entrust my
life’s journey to the Lord. His quiet strength, deep
faith, and lasting devotion to Christ leave an
inspiring legacy for all who knew him. May we honor
his memory by striving to walk in the same
faithfulness and trust in God's perfect plan.
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Dr. Long loved the children in Taitung
FEEERT AR ER B BRAVTZ T

First visit of Dr. and Mrs.
Long
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God's faithful servants- Bob and Judy
Long
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