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Enlarge the place of your tent and walk a longer road
2023 LCMM Ministry review
Paul Cheng

znuary of this year, we resumed in person prayer meeting after a three-year hiatus due to COVID, allowing our

=rs to share face-to-face about God's guidance and care during the pandemic. Gratitude was expressed, and
-2 lective prayers were offered, seeking God's guidance for the ministry in 2023. LCMM'’s ministries did not come to a
~z'1 during these pandemic years; instead, adjustments were made as needed, and God provided new opportunities
rve. Therefore, for us, the so-called "post-pandemic" is not just a return to the pre-pandemic state but a
nning—an expansion of the tent, a willingness to walk an extra mile, and a readiness to offer more.
w is a report and reflection of the 2023 ministry. Thanks to everyone for your prayers, contributions, and support.

Overseas Ministry (Including Bangladesh, Ukraine, Namibia, and Support for five overseas medical missionaries)

In March, LCMM organized a medical mission team to Bangladesh, marking our third mission to the country, and the
first since the pandemic. Collaborating with local Chinese and Bangladeshi churches, the team conducted free clinics,
health education, and home visits in the impoverished communities of the capital, Dhaka. The team, composed of
Christian medical professionals from Taiwan, China and the US, worked seamlessly in unity with significant results. We
also had the opportunity to attend worship services in both Chinese and Bangladeshi churches, share experiences with
local coworkers, and plan future collaborations together. We witnessed the marvelous work of God, sowing the seeds
of the Gospel through the health stations we helped established and regular medical mission trips, resulting in a quick
and abundant harvest. We look forward to more healthcare professionals, Christian hospitals, or other medical teams
from Taiwan and other places participating in medical missions in Bangladesh, to bear fruits for God in this
impoverished Islamic country while the door is still open.

In mid-April, we had the opportunity to serve in Ukraine, participating in mobile medical clinics, teaching, and
demonstrating surgeries at community hospitals. Thanks to the strong support from Mackay Memorial Hospital and
Taiwanese Christian Medical Association, an excellent team was dispatched, and a meaningful and beneficial mission
completed. The team interacted with Ukrainian physicians, medical students, and church members, gaining a deeper
understanding of the situation in Ukraine, the feeling of the Ukrainian people, and the physical and emotional needs of
countless affected individuals. This mission to Ukraine also garnered attention from the Taiwanese government and the
public, leading to more medical teams visiting with more and collaborating projects. LCMM will continue to provide
funds to assist the Ukrainian Christian Medical Association in providing immediate medical services in the most
underserved areas using mobile clinics. Special thanks to friends who responded to our two fundraising campaigns,
helping us extend our love to this suffering nation.
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Although travel to Africa was not possible this year, we have maintained contact with Pastor Chen Yukun, originally
from Taiwan and serves in Namibia now, exploring feasible plans for providing regular medical services in the poor
community he ministers. LCMM will continue to provide funds to support Pastor Chen's "Heavenly Manna" ministry,
feeding around four to five hundred local underprivileged children, preventing them from the fear of hunger. We also
occasionally provide school uniforms, stationery, and backpacks for the children, following the teachings of Jesus to
care for the least among us.

The five missionary doctors supported by LCMM have faithfully continued their service during and after the pandemic.
Dr. Wanda Lam has completed almost two years of service at Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Malawi and has signed an
additional five-year contract to continue her work there. The Drs. G couple (both physicians) have moved with their
three young children to an island nation off the east coast of Africa after completing their French studies. They are
learning the local language while commencing service at a government hospital. Their service location is a remote
Islamic country with many challenges and needs, and we pray for more people to be moved to support them. Dr.
Barbara Okamoto, despite being beyond retirement age, continues to travel to Africa and several underserved areas in
Central and South America to offer surgical treatments, training, and sharing the Gospel with patients and staff. Dr.
David Lee has relocated his mission field from China to Taiwan and Southeast Asia due to the current situation. His
future ministry will have closer collaboration with LCMM.

Caring for Retired Missionary Ministry

In this year, two of the retired missionaries we care, Dr. Carl Epp and Dr. Mary Jeanne Buttrey, have been called back to
the heavenly home to be with the Lord. Although it is heartbreaking, we believe that God will remember and reward
their decades of service in Taiwan, inspiring us to follow in their footsteps, serving the vulnerable and spreading the
good news of God. In July, we had a rare opportunity to arrange a reunion vacation in the Bay Area for Dr. Stafford, Dr.
and Mrs. Long, Dr. Dennis, and his son Bill. We revisited the moments when they served together in Taitung and
counted God's abundant blessings. We also held a special meeting, allowing them to share many touching and
interesting stories of their service in Taiwan with everyone, encouraging greater involvement in missionary work.

Rural Taiwan Ministry

Since the relative stability of the pandemic situation in Taiwan in 2022, we have been leading medical students from
Mackay Medical College to Taitung and Hengchun Peninsula for service internships during winter and summer
vacations. This year, we continued to dispatch four teams, with a significant number of American students participating
in the summer team. Thanks to the assistance of Taitung Christian Hospital and Hengchun Christian Hospital, students
from the US and Mackay Medical College both had valuable opportunities for service and learning. In addition to
hospital internships, community care for the elderly and indigenous children, we also promoted alcohol intolerance
education and screening in these two communities. We hope to help prevent or early diagnose oral cancer or other
related diseases in high-risk populations. Taitung Christian Hospital and Hengchun Christian Hospital were established
by early Western missionaries, and we serve in these places with gratitude and hope to pass on the sacrificial spirit of
missionaries to the younger generation.

Mackay Medical College Student Ministry

During the pandemic, the Medical Students Cultural Exchange Camp, which we have been organizing since 2011,
continued in an online format for three years. The 13th MSCE Camp, finally back in person, had the highest number of
participants from Mackay students and international students from countries such as the United States, Singapore,
Indonesia, and Burkina Faso. It was the most "internationalized" camp to date. Participants gave very positive
feedback, considering it highly beneficial. The International Cultural Exchange Center established on the Mackay
campus three years ago, under the efforts of the new program coordinator Jocelyn Wu, launched many new activities
that were well-received by students. We once again selected four students to visit the United States this year. Besides
visiting medical centers, community hospitals, and renowned universities, they also met with several retired
missionaries. Spending a few days closely with them deepened the students' understanding of the sacrifices and
contributions of these missionaries in Taiwan, encouraging them to open to the Christian values and God who called
them to serve in Taiwan.
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The "Current issues in biomedicine" course for the MacKay students provided by LCMM has never stopped. Even
during the pandemic, colleagues returning from the United States have continued to teach. This year's course, in
collaboration with the school's "university social responsibilities" program, gave students the opportunity to apply
what they learned in class to community health promotion. Linking the teaching of new medical knowledge,
international exchange, and community service, it provided students with a new and comprehensive learning
experience.

Looking forward to the new year of 2024, we will continue to look to God for guidance, seeking a clearer understanding
of His will, and striving to be worthy of the mission He has entrusted to us. There have been breakthroughs in next
vear's ministry and budget, as our hope and goals are only to do more for the Lord and help more people. As the
Apostle Paul said, "And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work" (2 Corinthians 9:8). He also said, "For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do" (Ephesians 2:10). Once again, in Christ, thank you
all for your prayers, contributions, and participation, serving together with a grateful heart.

BEMEZNUREDE
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Thank you for your continuing support in time of war
Rudolph Myhovich

Dear Luke Christian Medical Mission, I’'m honored to speak with you. My name is Rudolph Myhovich. I'm the
president of the Christian Medical Association of Ukraine. Our organization was created in 1991, but since the
full invasion of Russia, we have added many new projects to our organization to help more people. And
sometimes people outside of Ukraine forget about the war and what’s going on here. And it’s okay, we’re not
blaming you because we live in a country at war. But just a small reminder for you, that the war is still going,
and in some ways, it just started recently.

And as you have heard maybe from the news, we have had new attacks on Odessa, on Lviv, on Kyiv. And we
have right now a medical camp for our volunteers and workers for recovery and mental health support. Some
of the victims are from Odessa and they’ve spent the whole night talking with them, asking them are they
okay, in shelters, did they hear explosions. And this is the reality that we live in. And when we talk about this
mental pressure, you may think that everyone is crushed; but because of your help, we are okay. Because we
are trying to focus not on our problems and challenges, but on the needs of other people. If | am living in Lviv
and | don’t hear explosions, | will try to help people in Odessa or in Kharkiv, or in other frontline areas, where
people have bigger needs in security. That’s how we deal with it. That’s why we are asking for international
help. Because together we can fix it. Many organizations are thinking about mental health programs, but
here’s the program: Just give them help and help them focus on the needs of other people. Because you know
when you can divide a need, the need is going to be smaller.

As a Christian Medical Association, we’ve been involved in many projects but we’re trying to have a focus on
medical and mobile clinics in the occupied area, together with international teams. With MacKay hospital that
you connected us with, we have projects with technical medicine, training for civilians and defenders. We have
one of the best training programs for ultrasound, because we want to give knowledge. We train Ukrainian
doctors in the middle of a war, we are upgrading their skills, because we believe strongly in an educational
process that can and will change doctors and the medical system. Because we are not just only about
humanitarian aid, because if | could be honest with you, humanitarian aid does not change the system.
Humanitarian aid is not going to change a corrupted hospital, uneducated surgeons and soldiers. But
education can do it. So that’s why we strongly believe in education. Sometimes people don’t want to donate to
educational programs because they think, “Oh, it’s so boring, it’s not so exciting...” But | can assure you, if you
can educate a surgeon, you will have much more New York Times news about our practices and about
rehabilitation. So, why don’t we help surgeons to be better, here, right now? And that way we’re not going to
pay millions of dollars on practices and other rehabilitation processes.

Of course we have humanitarian projects, but it’s like just an addition to all that we’re doing. It’s helping a
great doctor with his equipment, a great infectious disease doctor to have antibiotics and other things that he
needs, so he doesn’t have to worry about it. Because we believe that it’s not about quantity, but it’s about
quality of who can we trust to give help. Because when you feed a corrupted system, it’s like filling a black
hole. It’s never going to end. But when you feed professional, trustworthy specialists, you feel that you can
change the system. You feel and see the difference that you’re making. That’s why, together with Luke
Christian Medical Mission, we are thinking about what we can do to support and be more effective. And we’ve
decided to focus on mobile clinics in the occupied territories.
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Why mobile clinics? Because mobile clinics are the best solution for those territories. Firstly, there are no
medical workers. They’ve been under occupation for nine, ten, twelve months. And they are desperately in
need of medical help. Russians are taking, kidnapping medical equipment, not giving medical help to civilians.
And when the Ukrainian army delivers (liberates) those territories, people can be fed with food by
international food programs. But less people can be helped with medical help. So, when we come with our
doctors, people just cry, because it’s been a while since they could receive their insulin or paracetamol, simple
medicines for chronic disease. And that is mental support for them. You can tell me a lot of things, but if you're
not going to be near me and trying to help me, it’s useless. But if the person is not the best teacher or
psychologist, by just standing together, and saying, “I'm here to help you,” it's making a difference. That’s what
we felt when MacKay Hospital together with Luke Christian Medical Mission came. We felt their support,
because they decided to cross the border and come and say, “Here we are to support you. To help vou.”

And that was a precious moment.

Also in those territories there are no pharmacies... even the government cannot help because Ukraine is much
bigger than Syria, Lebanon, and other territories. Such organizations as WHO, Doctors without Borders,
International Corps, et cetera, cannot handle all the territory that we have. So that’s why we are, as the
Christian Medical Association, seeing a big need in those small mobile-clinics. So such simple doctors as
ophthalmologists, family doctors, cardiologists, psychiatrists, coming to those territories, doing this in
churches, in schools, in other buildings, and giving help to them, together with the Church, we can be a
support to those people. We can listen, we can pray together, and this is great. Especially with kids, when we
have pediatricians that can talk with them. We have one photo of children who were playing at war, with
weapons made from wood. And this photo is mind-blowing, because they didn’t just see this in film, but they
saw it in real life. And they were asking not about some fancy cars, they were asking about books, because
they miss their school._So our purpose is to help them come back to their normal lives, to normal medical help,
to normal, peaceful lives, so that they can grow and become good Christians and good people and help others.

Thank you so much for your support. Thank you so much that you believe in us, and that you help and support
us. I cannot tell you how great our cooperation is. You’ve already done more than we could imagine. You
connected us with the Taiwanese government, and we are in the process of negotiation, that we hope to
receive a big grant that will impact the whole country. So because of you, we’ve been able to do all of that.
Because of you we’ve been able to achieve great goals. God bless you all.

T R P AL o B AL B

Rudolph Myhovich
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Bangladesh Mission
Li-Li Hsiao

While | was planning a trip to Thailand to attend the 2023 World Congress of Nephrology (WCN 2023) meeting in early
March this year, | received a call from Dr. Paul Cheng, Chief Executive Officer of LCMM, asking me if | could stop by
Bangladesh after the WCN to visit our ministry partners in the region, as we were unable to return during the Covid
pandemic. After many prayers, | informed Dr. Cheng that | would skip my meeting in Thailand, instead spending more
time in Bangladesh. Dr. Cheng therefore suggested that LCMM should take the opportunity to return to Bangladesh with
a medical team. This would be the first time since the Covid pandemic.

Abiding by its principle of partnership with Christian hospitals and churches in Taiwan, LCMM reached out to Dr. Solomon
Chen, a Pediatrician and the Superintendent of Taitung Christian Hospital (TCH), who immediately accepted the
invitation and also recruited Dr. Raymond Wong, an OB-GYN physician of TCH. Later, Dr. Cheng Chan Yang, a specialist in
traditional Chinese Medicine, also joined the team. Adding two members from China (a dentist and a traditional Chinese
Medicine physician) and two members from LCMM (Dr. Paul Cheng and myself), a short-term medical mission team of
seven members was established in a record time of two weeks. A brand-new ultrasound was also obtained using a
donated fund in Taiwan, which proved to be a wonderful apparatus during the trip. Our host’s support and organizational
skills were equally effective. All members arrived at Bangladesh safely and on-time. It only took us about 30 minutes to
go through customs, compared to many hours on the last trip. God’s hands were everywhere during the preparation
phase.

We provided free medical services and dental education in Ashulia, a town about 45-60 minutes outside of Dhaka on
March 27-28, and Rampura, about 90 minutes outside Dhaka on March 29-30, serving women, children and men. Many
presented with pain, so our two traditional Chinese Medicine physicians were very busy and popular; both worked in
unideal settings, adding stress to their own body, but they served with beaming smiles. Dr. Chen, our pediatrician, often
kneeled down on the hard floor in order to provide proper physical examinations to his “little” patients. Dr. Wong, our
OB-GYN physician, provided interviews and ultrasound examinations in a makeshift examination room with the
assistance of sisters from the local church. Touched by his care, sincerity, and professionalism, many stated that “l no
longer feel shame or intimidated when | see a male doctor” Dr. Lee, our dentist, provided dental hygiene education to
children and adults. From the laughter heard throughout the day, one may safely assume that everyone had a lot of fun
and walked away learning how to care for their teeth. Dr. Cheng, an allergist, volunteered to serve as a pharmacist at the
pharmacy station during the trip since we did not have one with the team, even though he was ill with a bad cough and
loss of voice. As for me, | am just grateful to have this opportunity to serve the local people, meeting them and chatting
with them about their lives.

One evening, a man with pain over his right breast, accompanied by his wife, visited the hotel we were at seeking
medical advice. Together with Dr. Wong, we performed a physical examination and breast ultrasound and able to provide
a diagnosis and management. We were informed 2 days later that this individual had improved. What we provided was
limited in such a short time, but | witnessed the team members demonstrate the love of God in their own ways during
the medical services. | believe that the people in Ashulia and Rampura were not only touched by physicians’ hands but
more importantly, they were touched by God. In addition to serving at the physician stations, some of the team
members visited local peoples’ homes with the pastor and offered prayers support.

During the trip, we attended two Sunday services at a local church held at the home of a pastor who used to be a
Muslim, and a Chinese church. | cried attending both churches by watching the faithfulness of the brothers and sisters,
regardless of their color of skin, nationality, and social status — we were gathered together simply because of God. | was
also touched by the local brothers and sisters who volunteered their time to help during the medical services as
interpreters. Many of them are young professionals, and it gives me hope to work with them side-by-side. | was told that
there was only one local Bangladeshi church planted by the Chinese church prior to Covid and LCMM'’s participation, and
now there are four churches. Praise the Lord!
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We learned a great deal about traffic jams in Dhaka. While nerve-wracking, the concert of screaming from team
members was our daily routine, and we also admired and appreciated the superb driving skills of our local driver. A few
of us also made a trip visiting a local supermarket and a department store, which gave us a glimpse of the living situation
with great appreciation of their daily lives.

While there are so many to share with laughter and tears, above are a few highlights of this trip. Another highlight was
the opportunity to meet the team members, and we have become close by serving our Lord together. Our local host was
so inspirational, and | am encouraged by their faithfulness, love and care for the people of Bangladesh. They are the
“soldiers” of God, and we were so honored to serve with them.
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Supporting medical missionaries serving the unreached people
Diana Huang

Two of the missionaries LCMIM supports are known as “Drs. G,” a young couple who just completed their
medical training. In response to God'’s calling, they gave up a comfortable life with high salaries as doctors in
the United States to go to a small East African island country to serve as medical missionaries.

At the end of 2021, after the LCMM board decided to expand its overseas missionary program, the dean
of LOGOS Evangelical Seminary introduced LCMM to Drs. G. God’s blessings were immediately apparent. One
night, when Dr. J G awoke to prepare some milk for their daughter, he received an email reporting their
family’s first LCMM support payment. Too excited to go back to sleep, Dr. J G quickly thanked the Lord,
because the amount LCMM donated was enough for their family to complete the first stage of their
fundraising.

In early 2022, Drs. G and their two kids relocated to France. They spent a year there learning French to
prepare for their final destination, a small Muslim, French-speaking East African country. While in France,
they also welcomed a third child into their family. In early 2023, they moved again with their three young
children to a coastal city on the East African island country. They learned the local dialect and adapted to the
local way of life and cultural differences. Upon arrival, Drs. G and their daughters became severely ill and
rapidly lost weight. Thanks to the Lord's grace, they gradually regained their health back within a few
months. During this time, God gave them a chance to study the Bible with their new local friends and
explored with them the differences between Christianity and Islam, opening the door for them to spread the
gospel locally.

In early November 2023, Drs. G said goodbye to their new friends in the coastal city and moved again to
their final missionary destination in the north of the island where Drs. G began serving in the local hospital.
Drs. G are unable to directly evangelize, but can share the Gospel by making friends with the locals. We pray
that Drs. G would be able to communicate well in French and the local dialect while working in the local
hospital and in their ministry of evangelizing to the local people. We also pray for the health of the family,
especially the three young children (1, 3 and 5 years old).

"How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things!” Romans 10:15b
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“Lord, here | am; please send me.”
David Lee

With great emotion, | stood in front of the beautiful auditorium in Heng Chun Christian Hospital (HCCH) on Monday
morning, right after the annual medical mission conference. This world-class auditorium is named the Ms. Dai Wei Na
Memorial Hall.

| began sharing my life journey as a medical missionary, all of which started here. Around 1988, | was a junior dentist
in Dr. Gibson’s clinic outside Washington DC, in Fairfax, Virginia. After confirmation from my boss, a devoted Christian
leader and mission-minded dentist, he said, 'David, you don’t belong here in this clinic; you belong out there in the
mission field.' | wondered, 'Does that mean my three-year contract has ended?' With my previous commitment to the
Lord, | remembered that as soon as | paid off my dental school debt, | would go to the mission field. But where?

Dr. Tsai Mao Tang, the then-CEO of CCMM Taiwan, came to DC to share the need for manpower in the remote part of
Taiwan, HCCH. His story was about driving with Ms. Dai Wei Na to fundraise for HCCH, facing great challenges in both
finances and manpower. They continued the promise that Western missionaries left behind to run the hospital for the
poor and neglected people in that region. One day, Dr. Tsai drove to an accident that caused Ms. Dai’s death on the
way to fundraise for HCCH. She was only 24 years old. The Taiwanese prosecutor asked Ms. Dai’s father, Rev. Dai,
'What should Dr. Tsai pay for your daughter’s death?' Rev. Dai, my dad’s underclassman from seminary, stated to the
judge, 'Not only should Dr. Tsai be forgiven, but the new hospital project should not be stopped.' As Dr. Tsai shared
that story in DC, we were deeply moved. He later became the adopted son of Rev. Dai and went on to seminary,
serving full-time in ministry as Rev./Dr. Tsal.

"If you return to HCCH, you should spend at least 6 months, not just 2 weeks,' Dr. Tsai challenged me. That challenge
became a major milestone on my medical mission career journey.

During my 6 months in HCCH, | got to know Taiwan a little bit more since my junior high days. | also met Dr. Stewart
Wu, a Chicago surgeon who came to HCCH every year in his successful medical practice in the US. Dr. Wu asked me
again, 'David, when you return to California, 1 would like you to reregister CCMM USA in California and challenge
American Chinese/Taiwanese physicians, dentists, and healthcare workers to the mission field.' That was the
beginning of LCMM USA in 1990. Just because | responded to Dr. Tsai’s call for HCCH in Taiwan, all of this happened.
Would you be willing to respond as well? 'Lord, here [ am; please send me.' You will be amazed at the journey He will
take you. An awesome God we serve.

(From 2024, Dr. David Lee will focus his ministries in Taiwan and Southeast Asia, including Bangladesh, Thailand and

possible Myanmar. He will get more support from LCMM and incorporate these ministry programs into LCMM'’s
overall ministry plans.)
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A reflection of “What legacy are you leaving behind?”
Iris Lin

As a daughter of God, | have often pondered the true meaning of serving in Christ. However, my
understanding of this concept became crystal clear after | met the medical missionaries at Luke Christian
Medical Mission (LCMM) in 2020. | realized that serving in Christ means giving up all our possessions and
humbly following Him by taking up our cross. | observed that all the retired medical missionaries were and
are willing to follow Him, control their desires and passions, and sacrifice everything, even life itself if
necessary, being entirely submissive to the will of the Father, just as He did. For example, they used talents
like medical skills that God had given them to heal/ treat people in foreign countries and shared the Words of
God with them in the Lord’s glory. Their sacrifice and submission to the Heavenly Father motivated my
involvement with LCMM, where | aim to serve those who have dedicated their lives to serving others.

In the summer of 2022, when COVID restrictions eased, my coworker Grace Chen and | seized a precious
opportunity to visit retired medical missionaries, including Billy Dennis, Dr. Stafford, and Dr. Dennis,
generously supported by LCMM, in Colorado. Accompanied by two students from Mackay Medical College in
Taiwan, we experienced American culture, especially the Christian culture, with the students, and
interviewed the retired medical missionaries about how they infuse faith into their daily lives. One moment
that had a profound impact on me was when the interview ended, and Dr. Stafford and Dr. Dennis prayed
with grateful hearts, hoping to meet again soon. They acknowledged the uncertainties of meeting on earth
due to their advancing age but maintained a confident assurance in their eventual heavenly reunion with
Christ. | often reflected on this touching moment that happened during one of our visits, and | wished we,
the retired missionary care committee, could help them reunite again soon.

This summer of 2023, our dream came true. LCMM organized a reunion in the Bay Area, California, as a
heartfelt gift for retired and active medical missionaries we support. Simultaneously, we hosted a retreat for
our generous donors, providing a valuable opportunity to delve into how God guides medical missionaries in
their faithful service and humble obedience to His calling. My sincere hope is that this retreat not only
inspires but also motivates younger generations to engage in medical missions and encourages broader
community service.

| am grateful for the opportunity God granted me to coordinate such a significant event. While navigating
the planning and organization of the retreat and reunion, | often sought God's guidance in overcoming
obstacles. | was reminded of God's words that greatness is achieved through serving, as in Matthew
20:26-28 “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among
you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many." Keeping this in mind, | balanced a full-time biologist role during the day with coordinating
the reunion and retreat at night was a joyful and blessing experience, as | was guided and supported by God
throughout. Despite physical discomfort from eczema during that period, God's mighty hand not only healed
me but also provided the strength and wisdom needed to communicate effectively with people and church
leaders, ensuring the seamless execution of all plans. Praise the Lord! In the end, close to 200 people
attended the retreat, a testament to God's grace and providence.
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During the retreat, Dr. Okamoto, an active medical missionary who devotes her life to medical mission work
in Asia, South America, and Africa, shared her Christian journey and how she serves in faith. One of her
messages resonated deeply with me: "What legacy are you leaving behind?" This made me realize that while
| have received everything from God through His grace, | never thought about what | would leave behind or
what | could leave. In fact, when | pass away, | will not be able to leave any physical possessions behind, only
spiritual things and culture will endure. Dr. Okamoto's message reminded me that if and when God takes
away our breath, all that remains is but dust and goes back to dust. This calls me to humility and complete
dependence on God, in Whom alone we live, move, and have our being. Dr. Okamoto's unwavering devotion
to God and medical mission work is truly admirable. Despite not being married and without children of her
own, she finds fulfillment in relationships with patients and colleagues that God has given her in mission
fields, underscoring the value of spiritual legacy over material possessions. It is inspiring to see Dr. Okamoto
selflessly dedicating her life to helping others in the Lord's kingdom.

Through my service at LCMM in recent years, | have underscored the importance of passing on the torch. We
cherish the memories of numerous missionaries who have returned home to our Heavenly Father. We hope
that their testimonies of selfless dedication and humble obedience to God inspire college students to serve
with their God-given talents. For this reason, LCMM has partnered with Mackay Medical College for the
student cultural exchange program to travel to the US since 2022. For two years in a row, four students
visited retired medical missionaries to learn about their steadfast submission and how they live with an
abundance of spiritual wealth and gratitude in Christ. This year, we had students join the reunion and retreat
with the missionaries, allowing them to fellowship with them multiple times. | found that although some of
the students are not believers, they are open-minded and eager to learn from the missionaries. During the
trip to San Francisco together, they had personal conversations with the missionaries, which helped them
understand the importance of serving others with humility and selflessness. This endeavor is like planting
seeds, and | hold firm to the belief that these seeds will one day bear fruit.

Furthermore, having encountered the profound love of the Father while serving at LCMM, | am steadfast in
my belief that by actively participating in God's labor and employing His methods, we will undoubtedly be
showered with the abundant blessings of God.
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Following After Jesus: The Life and Work of American Missionaries

Alex Hsu
-The Interview with Dr. George Timothy Stafford

Before we started the interview, we had a meal with the four medical missionaries we’re going to interview
with. I remember being quite nervous at the time, realizing that it would be my first full English interview and
that the interviewee was someone who had made such significant contributions to my hometown. However,
my nervousness disappeared when these missionaries walked in. Each of them greeted us warmly with
smiles, chatting with us as if we were family. Their friendly and approachable demeanor even made me
wonder if we were the ones being interviewed. However, | soon realized that this was the spirit they had
lived by their entire lives — treating every person and patient as their brothers and sisters, caring for them as
if they were their own family, because they believed that was what God wanted them to do.

In the meal, my first impression of Dr. Tim Stafford was that he was a bit reserved. He didn't speak much at
the table, but he always wore a kind and gentle smile as he quietly listened to us. This fueled my curiosity
about his story and increased my anticipation for the interview with him.

[ Following God’s guidance and being a missionary doctor in Taiwan ]

With a smile on his face, he mentioned that he had served in Taiwan from 1972 to 1998, a span of 26 years.
Even though | had read about it in his story, hearing it from him was still incredibly powerful. To think that he
had dedicated nearly 30 years of his youth to this island, while | had only been alive for 20 years, was truly
admirable. | wonder why a young doctor would rather abandon his most precious years to serve in a foreign
country than stay in the US and make more money for his family. Dr. Stafford’s words touched me. He simply
but sincerely told us “It’s God’s guidance that led me to Taiwan and stayed for that long time.” He didn’t
know that he would finally come to Taiwan until he received the mail from Dr. Dennis, the leader of Taitung
Christian Hospital then, but when he got the mail, he knew immediately it was the arrangement of God.
What he did was accepting it and starting the 26-year missionary life in Taiwan.

“Because | served in Taiwan, learning Chinese was the thing I should do.”

We asked Dr. Stafford about why he learned multiple languages, including Chinese and indigenous languages.
To us, leaving home to serve in a foreign country and learning a new language are both challenging
endeavors. Yet Dr. Stafford and the other two missionaries who had served in Taiwan for many years, Dr.
Dennis and Dr. Long, all spoke fluent Chinese. What motivated them to take on both challenges? Were there
any difficulties in adapting to life and learning the language? Dr. Stafford's answer was surprisingly simple —
because he came to Taiwan to serve, learning Chinese was something he felt he should and must do. And as
for why they didn't use translators, Dr. Stafford explained that true communication could only happen when
people spoke the same language, the language of the heart. Without the ability to connect on a deeper level
with patients, true holistic healing of body, mind, and spirit couldn't be achieved. Perhaps in the hearts of Dr.
Stafford, if doing something could genuinely help others, he would do it without hesitation. This was his spirit
of wholehearted dedication.

[ Diverse experiences brought up Dr. Stafford’s multiple expertise]

| believe that for missionaries who ventured to distant lands to serve, they possessed a strong determination
to be well-prepared for the challenging yet significant journey ahead. Language was just one of the
challenges they need to overcome, as there were more challenges in their medical work. In the 1970s in
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Taitung, medical resources were scarce, and there was a shortage of medical personnel. In such
circumstances, doctors rarely specialized, as they had to attend to a wide range of patients with various
conditions. This was indeed a significant challenge for a doctor. We asked Dr. Stafford how he managed to
overcome the challenge of dealing with various medical specialties and different types of patients. He
explained how he enriched his skills during his medical training and later stages of his career. Surprisingly,
experiences that seemed unrelated to each other turned out to be crucial ingredients in his ability to
independently manage medical work in Taiwan. He utilized the opportunity to absorb knowledge from
different medical fields during his student years, such as learning cesarean section techniques from
obstetricians, which isn't typically part of training for a general surgeon. After completing his residency
training, he was appointed as the leader of a medical team in a Vietnamese hospital for a year, where he
~worked as a pediatrician. These diverse experiences contributed to his multidisciplinary expertise as a
physician in Taiwan. In fact, before his journey to Taiwan, he worked within a medical team focused on Native
American healthcare. Therefore, when he received the message that Taitung Christian Hospital needed him
to be the doctor there, he believed it was a calling from God, as the diseases afflicting the Taitung people
were remarkably like those he had treated in the Native American community.
Unexpected twists and turns or encounters can often happen in our life journeys. Maybe now, we might
think we're unlucky, but upon reflection, perhaps it's as these medical missionaries say — these are paths that
God has paved for us, with special arrangements for each one of us.

[ Having faith in God and working alongside Him ]

Even with thorough and ample preparation, carrying out medical work in the resource-limited environment
of Taitung at that time was still fraught with challenges. Dr. Stafford shared that during his journey in
practicing medicine, the most frustrating aspect was the limitations imposed by equipment and technology.
Many patients remained beyond their means of treatment due to these limitations. However, they would
pray for every patient because they knew human abilities were finite, while God's power was boundless.
Therefore, before treatment, Dr. Stafford and his colleagues would pray for the patients, asking God to work
through them to heal those in need. Miracles sometimes occur. Dr. Dennis had a severely burned patient
requiring skin grafting. At that time, the hospital lacked the tools for grafting. However, shortly after their
praye‘rs, assistance from overseas arrived with the necessary equipment, allowing the treatment to be
completed. This was one of the ways that God supplied during their challenges. Throughout life,
insurmountable difficulties may happen, especially in that of medical professionals. No doctor can cure all
diseases. However, as Dr. Stafford mentioned, by having faith in God and working alongside Him, divine
intervention can occur during critical moments.

[ The hardest thing to sacrifice: Family ]
For a successful medical graduate with a promising future in the United States, becoming a medical
missionary abroad demands significant sacrifices. One might wonder what can be considered the most
challenging to abandon. However, Dr. Stafford expressed that the hardest thing to let go of was only one:
family. Family is not possessions or belongings, but individuals with whom they share emotional connections.
Even the most resolute parents would feel reluctant and sentimental when sending their children abroad to
spread the gospel. Imagine when we prepare to leave home, the thought of not being able to see our parents
for decades. How would we feel at that moment? Therefore, we should genuinely appreciate these medical
missionaries, who gave up so much and even temporarily left their beloved families, all to aid the people on
this island. Additionally, what they had to sacrifice was not just the opportunity to see their parents. During
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this period, when their children were born, we might wonder if their education opportunities would also be
compromised. Would their children adapt to the education system in Taiwan? Dr. Stafford shared that his
children, like other Taiwanese students, received education in Taiwan before university and did not find it
particularly challenging. However, before entering college, they had to receive transitional education at
Morrison Academy in Taichung for entrance to American universities. Dr. Stafford also mentioned that his
children still had to adjust to cultural differences when they returned to the United States. From the above,
we can find that there were lots of challenges these missionaries had to overcome, but they and their
children faced them bravely.

“It’s God’s arrangement and I’ve never regretted it.”

We asked Dr. Stafford if he ever regretted the decision to become a medical missionary, he then shared his
conversation with God. As mentioned earlier, he felt reluctant to leave his family, so he repeatedly asked God
whether He really wanted him to be sent to Taiwan. And if he did go, would God take care of his family? This
shows that Dr. Stafford truly has a warm and compassionate heart, holding great love and value for his family.
During his ongoing struggle, Dr. Stafford chose to believe in God's arrangement. He said he never regretted
making that decision because he gained more love for his family. All four of his children are devoted believers
and, because of what they have seen him do in Taiwan, have developed strong values. They are following in
his footsteps to help others in this world. This must be one of the things Dr. Stafford hopes to see most in his
heart!

“During the process of teaching children, | knew God even more.”

In our hearts, as four students, we deeply admire the great love these medical missionaries have shown by
treating all patients as their own. They were willing to put aside their own interests and use God's hands to
heal every patient in need, without expecting anything in return. They didn’t even accept salaries from the
hospital. In today's perspective, while many doctors are chasing after wealth and fame, these medical
missionaries upheld their initial intentions as healers, which is truly commendable. In this case, we were also
curious about how Dr. Stafford came to know God and embrace Christianity, finding the strength to propel
him forward. Dr. Stafford shared about his parents when they turned to Christianity later in life and became
devout Christians. He grew up in such a Christian family. Once, a friend of Dr. Stafford's mother asked him to
teach children Bible stories. After reading the stories, he realized he couldn't teach the children immediately
because he knew he needed time to accept and understand God. Therefore, he spent more time on reading
the Bible and thinking about God’s words. This became his turning point to get to know God. He eventually
became a Christian. It was during this time that God laid His hand on him, guiding his life journey. Dr. Stafford
expressed that God has the best arrangement for each person and hopes that we can understand, recognize,
and accept Him. By believing in God, we can attain eternal life.

“Retiring but not retiring.”

Finally, we inquired about Dr. Stafford's retirement life. After serving in Taiwan for 26 years, Dr. Stafford
returned to the United States. However, he didn't immediately retire but continued to practice medicine for
several more years. Because he finally returned to his hometown, he could both practice medicine and care
for his aging mother and other family members. After serving overseas for decades as directed by God, he
could still enjoy a peaceful family life at home. He shared that being able to retire meant shifting his life focus
and having different activity arrangements such as accompanying his family. Moreover, leaving the medical
field allowed him more time to delve into his faith and invest more effort in church matters. | deeply admire
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Dr. Stafford because even though he is no longer directly practicing as a physician, he is still finding ways to
help others.

Thank you, Dr. Stafford! Thank you for dedicating the best years of your life to Taiwan and its people. Thank
you for loving this island deeply. You mentioned that you still miss the beautiful coastline of Taitung and its
people. Perhaps you have already come to regard Taitung as your second home. God's arrangement is indeed
perfect. He brought you, a skilled and compassionate surgeon, to Taitung. Through your surgical hands,
you've benefited countless Taiwanese individuals. Taiwan is fortunate to have you. Hopefully, when you have
the opportunity, you will still remember to return to Taiwan. This home will always welcome your visits.
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God’s Calling

Missionary interview report
Jason Lin

A Journey of a Medical Mission

After graduation from medical school, most medical students become regular doctors working in hospitals, or
clinics as well. However, some doctors have different thoughts about their medical lives. Dr. Okamoto decided
to go into the medical mission field to help people instead of the life that most doctors have. One day, she was
asked by a pastor what legacy was she leaving behind. She thought about herself and what the Bible says in
Luke 12:48 “to whom much is given much is required.” Since her first mission trip to Taiwan in 1984, she really
loved going to the mission field, so she decided to go on the mission. Therefore, after her retirement in 2011,
she went on some short-term missions within approximately seven months instead of taking long-time
missions to other countries.

She thought this was the calling from God.

[ challenges ]
Dr. Okamoto has been to lots of different countries for her mission. The weather, the climate, and the diseases
were some of the challenges for her, but she thinks there must be some sacrifice during the mission trips. For
instance, she was serving in Niger, where she had visited lots of times. The temperature in Niger in April and
May was about 108 to 120 Fahrenheit degrees. Because Niger is a Muslim country, she needed to have her
head covered, wear long sleeves and a skirt down to her ankles. Moreover, it was very hot there. At that time,
when she was working, she needed to work hard to avoid dehydration. On the other hand, when she went
back from Niger, she was infected by malaria and ended up in the hospital for four days. She had malaria with
headache, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and anemic as well.
There was another time when she was working in Kenya with some tuberculosis patients. There was a lack of
masks there. In other words, there was not enough quarantine. In the end, she came down with tuberculosis
herself.
After these challenges, she thinks that it is worth it for her to have these sacrifices for Christ because this is
what she worked for. It’s not for herself but for her Lord and Savior.

[ Some Unforgettable Stories to Dr. Okamoto ]

Story 1.

In her time there, she encountered many different patients. This one time, she met a burned child who was
about ten years old. Once he burned himself, he couldn’t extend his arm. His arm was completely attached to
his right breast. At that time, she saw this child, but her anesthesia people had left. She couldn’t do the surgery
for him. She said to him if she came back in one year and it was still that way, she would try to help him out.
The next year she came back, and she didn’t see any difference in the child. In fact, he had gone to the
government hospital and had had surgery. But he was in pain for over 3 weeks. His mother said he couldn’t
stop crying and asked her if she could do surgery for him. So, she had surgery on him. She took a flap from his
back and put it into the armpit, and she did some skin grafts and a bunch of C flaps. All the things she did are
significant things a plastic surgeon should do. After the surgery, he no longer cried.
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As a result of this surgery, his family was changed. His father stopped drinking alcohol, and his other two sons
started to pray to God. This is the most important thing for her in the mission field because these people need
Christ. In the end, she had a chance to go to the child’s house. They shared the Gospel with all his family. Six
months later, she took a photo of the child riding a bike with a big smile on his face. When she heard that the
child at this time was picking coffee beans, Dr. Okamoto felt gratified.

Story 2.

There is another story about someone she encountered. It’s about an old gentleman who was approximately in
his sixties. He had necrotizing fasciitis in the perineum. It’s like a flesh-eating bacteria. When he came in, Dr.
Okamoto took him up to the operating room because he looked very sick. In the operating room, she kept
cutting off his skin, fascia, and muscle. He had to go back to the operating room every day for over a week.
After she thought his condition was under control, she began to ask him to come back every two to three days.
Most of the physicians in Egypt are men, not women. Furthermore, it was illegal for anyone to share the gospel
in Egypt. They may send you to prison. After the man was brought back to the operating room for about 15
times, he said to her: “| truly believe that God brought you here to save us” She thought this was the
opportunity to talk about the Lord to him.

She realized that she could save many lives as a surgeon, but she couldn't prevent death. But what would
remain is eternity and sharing God's Word. Her ultimate desire is to see everyone come to Christ and so she
shared about the Lord with this gentleman. It is very difficult for a person like her to share the gospel in such a
country because most of the people in these countries are Muslim. She really admired one of the missionaries
working with her. She knew he could speak Arabic and then could help share Christianity with the people
there. So, she considered the chance for her to share the gospel with the man to be very rare. She really
cherished this moment.

Story 3.

Although Dr. Okamoto spent most of her time doing surgeries, when it came to her free time, she still had
some fun things to do. When Dr. Okamoto served in Niger, she would cook in her free time. This cooking was
done not just for herself, but for some families there. She would often invite them to have dinner with her. In
Niger, there were no restaurants or movie theaters, so she would have a good time with those families.
American children love pizza. She brought a lot of ingredients to make pizza for the families in Niger. After
dinner, she would play some games with the families. While serving in Guatemala, she went to churches in her
free time. She shared some Christian movies and the gospel with the people there. Also, she went sightseeing
in the country, enjoying the landscapes, birds, and flowers. She not only did surgery in Guatemala but also
shared Christianity in her free time.

[ Encouragement to Medical and Nursing Students ]

1st Encouragement.

It is important for us to give back to society in the future. Dr. Okamoto thinks the way to become a qualified
doctor isn’t an easy thing. We need to put a lot of fun things aside and work very hard. As medical students,
we are going to face blood, sweat, and tears. It’s hard and exhausting. Because of this, she said that we can
think about what we focus on and why we want to be in the medical field in the first place.

We may feel tired at first; but after this, we may feel this is worth it. For example, this might happen when you
save a child, when you deliver a baby, or when you help somebody with a disease. She also noticed that we
need to realize that patients keep on entrusting their lives to us. Furthermore, some of the patients may tell us
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things that they would never tell anybody else. This aspect is what we should focus on. She thought that
becoming a doctor and going to the mission field are God’s calling. It’s not for herself. It’s about all the people
that God has put in our realm. In Luke 12:48 it says, “To whom much is given much will be required.” God gives
us brains, intelligence, and the opportunity to study medicine. We have been given so much blessing, so we
should give back to society. This is what she thinks the key is. There is nothing physically eternal, only God’s
words in people.

2nd Encouragement.

Being a doctor or nurse is a noble thing. We, as doctors- and nurses- to be, need to work as a team and rely on
one another. For example, doctors need nurses to help them take care of their patients. Also, the medical
professionals deal with patients. Most people do not tell anyone about their health problems, but they trust
the professionals and tell them everything. Therefore, we need to learn to respect patients and see them as
human beings created by God. Working as a doctor or a nurse is not easy, but the point is that God calls us to
do so. Itis a noble thing to be a doctor or nurse to help people. We will have many stories to tell. We will find it
is worth doing it.

[ Life after Retirement )

After her retirement, she does most of the things in the church, including helping at the food bank, Bible
studying, and so on. She works at the food bank at the church. The food is for the church members. It can be
fed to many families. Food comes from two resources: 1. The foods sold in the stores. 2. The food in the food
bank. The foods sold in the stores are close to expiring but have not been sold. Those will be donated by the
stores. All the foods are sorted by categories such as vegetables, meat, and dairy products. The people in need
can drive the car passing through the back of the church. The people at the food bank can deliver the food to
the car. Lots of these people can’t live without this supplement. It is quite good because all these foods were
going to be dumped otherwise. Through this system, they can be used in a very helpful way.

She has been helping people in the church since retirement. She plans the trip for other missionaries,
depending on the year. She has been taking care of the old people in the church. These old people may not
have the ability to move, so she would go shop for them or just visit them. She also sends mail to old people.
The most important thing was that she let the elders know that someone really cares about them. Also, what
she is doing now is another kind of mission. She is planning the trip for other missions. She will probably go to
India or Egypt for the next mission.
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Inspiration Drawn from the Trip to USA
Alex Hsu

For me, this Jia Mei Footprints Gratitude Journey has been a truly remarkable experience. Half a year ago,
driven by curiosity, | signed up for the Jia Mei Footprints trip, and today | am grateful for the brave decision |
made. This journey has not only broadened my horizons and deepened my understanding of foreign cultures,
but it has also ignited my curiosity and imagination about the medical profession, its purpose, and the grace of
God.

After a twelve-hour flight, we arrived in this unfamiliar yet somehow familiar country. Throughout my life, |
had often heard various descriptions of the United States from others, but | had never had the chance to truly
experience this country. What made this journey exceptional was that beyond visiting scenic landmarks, we
had the opportunity to step onto American university campuses, visit local hospitals, clinics, and even shadow
physicians. Beyond these experiences, the most valuable part was listening to retired medical missionaries
who had dedicated decades of their lives to Taiwan, sharing their life stories. These were invaluable
experiences that travel alone could not provide. Below, | will share some of the insights gained from these
visits.

During this journey, we visited two top-notch institutions, the University of California, Berkeley, and Stanford
University. The University of California, Berkeley, is the oldest campus in the UC system, boasting strong
academic prowess and producing numerous Nobel laureates. Its global reputation is on par with prestigious
private institutions like Harvard and Stanford. While exploring the campuses, | couldn't help but marvel at their
stunning landscapes. The Doe Memorial Library, with its Greek architectural style, exuded a profound
academic atmosphere. We also toured campus landmarks such as the Sather Tower and Sather Gate. Passing
the student activity center, our guide, Uncle James, informed us of the rich variety of student activities
available at Berkeley. The emphasis on openness and creativity in Berkeley's student body struck me as a
difference in the selection process as compared to that in Taiwanese universities. | also believe that Berkeley
students are brave in expressing their opinions and take the initiative to care about public issues. At the
entrance of the school, | obtained a campus newspaper entirely self-published by students. The content
includes students initiating protest activities to fight for the right to use the library, as well as the proceedings
of the University of California's administrative meetings. From these, it is not difficult to observe the students'
enthusiasm for engaging in public affairs, something that | believe many Taiwanese students lack. However, |
think there are some similarities in top universities in Taiwan and the United States. One similarity is that
students are truly dedicated. Even during the summer break, there are still a considerable number of students
diligently studying in the Berkeley University library. | believe that diligence remains an essential quality for
outstanding students.

On July 29th, Dr. James led us through his laboratory, hospital, and the beautiful campus of Stanford University.
As someone with experience in laboratories in Taiwan, | noticed that while Taiwan's labs are equipped with
essential tools and equipment, Stanford's facilities are more extensive and complete. Dr. Chen explained that
the U.S. government and institutions allocate significant research funding, which often leads to cutting-edge
research. Beyond hardware differences that impact research outcomes, | also observed some subtle
differences. In the U.S., attention is paid to the working and learning environment. Outside Dr. Chen's lab,
there was a comfortable lounge with sofas, tables, a coffee machine, and a small bar. Dr. James shared that
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similar spaces for interaction are common at Stanford, fostering discussions and collaborations among scholars
with diverse perspectives, sparking beautiful ideas. Stanford's campus was equally stunning, vast, and
sprawling, requiring vehicles for transport. Most of the buildings followed a Spanish-style bungalow
architecture, with the campus church frequently used for weddings. Among the campus landmarks we visited,
the most significant was the Hoover Tower, housing one of America's top think tanks, the "Hoover Institution."
This think tank, founded by the 31st U.S. President, Herbert Hoover, has cultivated many influential
government officials. It confirmed my thought that Stanford is truly a hub for remarkable talents.

Another day I recall was the time we visited a hospital and clinic in Fremont. In the morning, Dr. Jason Chu, a
pulmonologist, escorted us through his routines. He first took us to his hospitalized patients at the Washington
hospital, then we proceeded to his clinic nearby for outpatient appointments. While witnessing his detailed
patient interactions and treatments, | felt the genuine care and concern he held for his patients. He not only
addressed their medical needs but also engaged himself in friendly conversations with them about their lives,
homes, and families—more akin to chatting with friends. This approach led to longer patient consultations as
compared to that in Taiwan. Additionally, the well-structured tiered approach of the U.S. healthcare system
meant that general medical issues were first addressed by family physicians rather than immediately seeking
specialized care, which could minimize the misuse of medical resources, unlike that in Taiwan. However, the
high costs and lack of comprehensive social insurance in the US requires individuals to purchase private
insurance with relatively limited coverage. This illustrates the systemic differences between the two countries.
Both have strengths and weaknesses, and we can learn from each other to improve our own systems. In the
afternoon, we visited Dr. Bruce Lin's clinic. One patient's case left a deep impression on me—a woman with
stage IV breast cancer, suffering from intense pain due to the widespread metastasis. As she tearfully
described her pain to the doctor, he responded with utter tenderness. not only soothing her but also
explaining the treatment plan step by step. The doctor informed us that her condition was advanced, and the
focus now was on easing her pain. | realized from this encounter that life is fragile and the doctor carries
responsibility to offer hope and care to those vulnerable. | found this experience to be profoundly moving,
reminding me of the limitations of human life.

Lastly,.the most touching part of this journey and the highlight of our trip was visiting four medical missionary
families and witnessing their remarkable journeys. Before departing, | had read their life stories countless
times, recording their noble and sacred dedication. | had wondered if they would be solemn in person.
However, during our initial meeting, | was taken aback by their genuine warmth and kindness. Dr. Dennis, Dr.
Long, Mrs. Long, Dr. Stafford, and Dr. Okamoto warmly greeted us at a Chinese restaurant, asking about our
origins in Taiwan. It was as though we were the subjects of an interview. The afternoon's interviews followed
closely, and despite my initial nervousness due to the lack of experience in full English interviews, | found
comfort in the stories of the missionaries' journey to an unfamiliar land to perform their missionary work.
Compared to the anxiety they had during their mission journey to Taiwan, our concerns seemed insignificant.
During the interviews, | listened to them recounting their collaboration with God, serving on the front lines,
and using God's grace to heal those in need. | admired and was deeply moved by their stories. Their dedication
to the calling of Jesus Christ, their faith, and their love for humanity they believed it was God's arrangement.
They were willing to offer their expertise to help people understand and know Jesus, to know the great God.
My trip to interview them has alleviated the uncertainty about my future. | have come to realize that if | strive
forward, God has His own plan for critical moment when | need His help. In my future as a physician, | aspire to
carry forward the spirit of these medical missionaries, continuing to spread love. Lastly, | truly feel fortunate to
have been selected as one of the participants in this year's " Jia Mei Footprints Gratitude Journey " program. It
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has provided me with so many experiences and has broadened my horizons. | want to express my gratitude to
Dr. Paul Cheng, Dr. Mei Lin, Dr. James Chen, Dr. Margaret Lee, and every staff member of the Luke Christian
Medical Mission who warmly welcomed us and helped us along the journey. Without your dedicated
preparations, resonated authentically. They never doubted or regretted the path they had taken over the
years, for we wouldn't have been able to grow so much during this trip. Thank you all.
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Sharing the Gospel — Just Go and Trust Him

What God is Doing in Taiwan, at Mackay Medical College
Jocelyn Wu

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.” (Romans 8:28 ESV)

If someone had told me a decade ago that | would be working in another country with the hopes of sharing the gospel,
| probably would’ve looked at that person questionably. And yet, as | write this reflection in 2023, I'm living in Taiwan,
trying to live out the Great Commission as best as | can. Even just two weeks ago, sometime around the beginning of
November, God had given me confirmation about my decision to move, when | unknowingly told a stranger that | had
come from the United States to Taiwan so that | could share the good news of Jesus Christ. And what shocked me is
that | said that in Mandarin Chinese. Personally, | find it a lot easier to say that statement in English, my mother tongue,
but the fact that | was able to confidently tell someone my reason for coming without any hesitation felt like the
leading of the Holy Spirit and the presence of the Lord with me. That said, it hasn’t always been easy to do life here in a
foreign yet not-so-foreign place like Taiwan, speaking a language that | know but not fully fluent in. But God remained
and remains faithful as | go through these challenges.

During that long period of COVID-19, there were many thoughts that plagued me, such as “Is what I'm doing still
purposeful? Am | growing and able to grow/learn more at this job? What should I prioritize my time and energy on?,
etc.” I know I’'m not the only one who contemplated a lot over these things. So after lots of prayer and time in the
Bible, in the middle of 2021, God had made it quite clear for me that it was time to move on and move away (all the
way to another continent, which shocked and excited me). The decision was easy, but the how was the challenge I'd
prayed for but not anticipated. | always tell people that if you’re bold enough to pray things, be prepared because God
will choose to answer those prayers (I had prayed and asked God to give me a challenge and boy | got challenges.) And
so all the difficulties | encountered forced me to cling even more tightly to Him, to trust in His ways and not my own.
Every time | was doubtful about whether this was the right choice, He placed another person or opportunity or Bible
verse to lead me and remind me that He knows all of my steps. In short, | ended up making it to Taipei in 2022 (with
some back and forth to the U.S.) and that’s when | had met Paul Cheng, James Chen and Lucy Tsai through my teacher
‘Caroline Yiwen Huang! God really appointed people for me to meet at His perfect timing. During that conversation last
December, | had remembered feeling nervous and honestly unqualified to help with this “Center” that James and Paul
were discussing. What does God really want me to do with my time here? I'd been in Taiwan working many freelance
jobs in design and tutoring English and illustrating a book but nothing that was truly solid. So | began hesitating, was |
really able to participate in a type of campus ministry? Would | manage working in a college environment? Am |
capable of running this and building something from what seemed to be still in its baby form. It was through lots of
prayer as well as conversations with many brothers and sisters and the rest of LCMM that January that solidified this
truth — this opportunity was a challenge that | asked God for.

I arrived on campus in March of this year but started having some conversations with students and Professor Lucy in
February just to get a sense of what the Center at Mackay Medical College needed. What attracted students to this
faraway place in this maze-like campus? How can we get people to know who we are and provide them a comfortable
space that is truly for them? How can this space be set apart and different from other universities in Taiwan? After a
ton of brainstorming, | realized it was time to just try. | won’t actually know what works unless | attempt and see what
sticks (it probably helped that my previous experience was working as a designer in a start-up). Again, | was able to see
how God really does work in every moment of my life, before | can even see what’s next. So this led to creating lots and
lots of events at the “MMCLCMM Center, Mackay Medical College Luke Christian Medical Mission Center” everything
ranging from arts and crafts to Bento Talks with guest lecturers to learning about holidays. Of course, all of these
activities were done in English (something that Taiwanese students find to be quite daunting). One of the hopes that
LCMM and | have for this Center is that through the exchange of the English language and different cultures, these
students will get to see the light of Jesus and come to believe and hope in Him. As English can only be a benefit to their
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futures, especially as doctors and nurses and professionals in the medical and research field, it would be appealing for
them to improve their English by chatting with a native speaker. with me. These days, I'm so grateful to see how God
has turned the days of no students at the center into days that several will stop in to either chat with me or even just to
study in a different setting. | believe that the prayers of all the brothers and sisters are a part of why this place feels so
comfortable and loving, like it's their own home.

Not only are there countless events held at the Center, but there is also the MSCE Camp and the Hengchun/Taitung
Service Trips that amazingly show God’s work and how this Gospel just can’t be kept in a basket. | was fortunate
enough to participate in both of these activities this past summer and it really opened my eyes to see how deeply God
loves the country of Taiwan. For the service trip, we went to many rural areas in the west and the south, places in
which elderly citizens and tribal groups are often forgotten about. There, we worked with the Christian Hospitals in the
area and taught many folks about alcohol intolerance and even gave them free dental check-ups (the concept of free
always makes people skeptical but eventually many people stopped by our booths). It opened my eyes to see how
much we need to help the poor and needy in all of these countries. But even more so, | felt that these first-year and
second-year college students have maybe never stepped into this kind of environment to help and serve others. Maybe
it’s not so apparently Christian, but | felt that these Christian values of loving our neighbors and serving the
underserved would last and resonate with those students who participated.

The MSCE Camp was also a wonderful week of fun and life-giving activities that we had almost sixty students _
participate in this year. If we want a picture of global and cultural exchange, this camp showcased it as we had students
from Taiwan, Singapore, Burkina Faso, and the United States all in one place at one time. As we shared our testimonies,
spent time in our morning manna Bible study and ended our last day of camp with a praise night, | felt it in my soul this
is a tiny glimpse of heaven. That one day we really will be able to sing praise together in all different languages and
worship our Heavenly Father!

So what comes to your mind when you’re asked to explain who you are? Often we answer with our occupations and
careers, such as “l am an entrepreneur. | am a stay-at-home dad. | am a researcher at xyz company. Maybe we share
about certain character traits of ours, adjectives to describe ourselves, “I am talkative. | am fair-skinned. | am bad at
driving.” But | often think we forget that the great | AM has given us every “l am” we ever need. During my time in
Taiwan and even at Mackay Medical College, | have been reminded again and again that | am a child of God, | am His
daughter, | am loved by Him, | am chosen by Him, and countless more truths.

When | first came to Taiwan, | could not dare say | had the confidence to claim that | moved here to share the gospel in
English, let alone in Mandarin Chinese. But it’s all God, | really believe that.

If I could ask for you to keep Mackay Medical College (the students, the professors, the staff, the campus) in your
prayers, | imagine that maybe one day we’ll have something like an Asbury Revival in the country of Taiwan and that
there would be campuses all throughout the world to be anointed with the Holy Spirit. And | pray that there would be
brothers and sisters who would also be convicted to want to go and really live out the Great Commission, because God
is going to do the work regardless, He’s just inviting us to participate!

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-19
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Jocelyn and her team at MSCE Camp
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