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Time to quit?

Dr. Frank Dennis

It was time to quit! Sally and | were 65 and | had arthritis in both hands. During a hip operation | had to hand
the bone drill to my assistant for her to put it into reverse. | couldn’t manipulate the controls! | realized it was
time to quit. We had come to Taiwan 33 years earlier in 1961, spent 2 years studying Mandarin, another 2
years in the Pingtung Christian Hospital operated by the Norwegian Alliance Mission, relieving first Dr
Kristofer Fotland for one year and then Dr Olav Bjorgaas for a year to go back to Norway. There | learned
polio surgery and got a feel for the practice of medicine in Taiwan. On long weekends and holidays | would go
over the mountains to the east coast and hold clinics in churches for the tribal people there, learning their
diseases and building rapport. We had gone to Taiwan with 4 children, Sandra, Katherine, Steven and Ruth
and our Billy was born in Pingtung. All of them grew up speaking Mandarin and all are comfortable in any

culture. Our 3 daughters became missionaries in China, Indonesia and Mexico.

Our mission, TEAM, The Evangelical Alliance Mission, had missionaries in Taitung county translating the Bible
into the Amis language and also 2 nurse/ midwives who set up the clinics and saved up difficult patients for
me to see. Some of those we brought back to Pingtung for care, but many refused to go so far away from

parents.

Our fifth year we moved over the mountains to Taitung and operated a busy clinic in the city 3 days a week
and mobile clinics up and down the coast other days. During this time | realized we needed to build a hospital
to meet the needs of the people so our first furlough, the old term for home assignment, | set about raising
money and scrounging 30 large crates of equipment in friendly hospitals’ basements. That was a time of
blessing as we saw God providing for our needs. In one hospital there was a fine operating table, obsolete
because it was manual, not electrically operated, but it was in perfect condition. However there were no
attachments with it. In another hospital was a box of attachments, all of which fit the table! | wanted a

manual table because of the frequent power outages and the difficulty of repair of the newer models.

We built a 30 bed hospital which opened in 1970 and | served as director and staff surgeon until retirement
in 1994 and | thought sadly, it’s time to quit but how boring that will be. | was used to seeing the lame walk,
the dying restored to health, babies born, often by C-section, who would have died byt for surgery. Just being
immersed in the daily problems of the lives of hundreds of patients was fulfilling and satisfying. Often hearts
that had no interest in God would open to Jesus in times of fear, pain or distress. Happy prosperous healthy
people are rarely open to God’s love and claims on their lives, but a doctor sees them at a time of need and
as the Chinese say, “The heart door opens to the Gospel.” | was thinking, “I will miss all this, but my time has

come to leave.”
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Universal health insurance began in Taiwan just as | retired. Our hospital then had 55 beds but that was too
small to qualify for the more complicated orthopedic operations we had been doing and would only qualify
for simple hernias, appendectomies and trauma surgery. To survive the hospital had to expand. The national
board we had set up found Harold Lue, a Taiwanese hospital administrator whom God called and gave the
faith to raise USS23 million in Taiwan. Under his direction the hospital became a modern 200 bed hospital
well equipped and with expanded ministries to the elderly, handicapped and disadvantaged of Taitung

county!

Of course, as the founder of the hospital it was only fitting for me to return to Taiwan many times to aid in
fundraising and to thank the many donors by eating meals with them. Many missionaries retire and never
return to their field of lifetime service which is sad Sally and | have had many visits back to Taiwan for three
reasons, all quite unexpected. First to thank donors to the new hospital, not a burden for sure! Second,
someone put the story of our building a hospital for the needy aboriginal people of the remote area of
Taitung county in the fourth grade Mandarin primer, a textbook used in every school in Taiwan! Suddenly |
had invitations to speak in over 20 grade schools all around the island. That was delightful and a great
opportunity to share my story of God’s leading and supply and the satisfaction Jesus gives to those who serve

Him.

Of course children have parents and so | also got invitations to speak in Rotary clubs and other business
groups, The wife of Harold Lue, Katherine, wrote a book about the beginnings of the hospital, “A Grain of
Wheat Falls on the Back Mountains”. This book opened doors to speak in medical schools, churches, and
even government hospitals! At the ChangGeng Medical School in Tainan | was invited to speak to the entire
student body. After one hour, | asked the president of the school who was with me on the platform, “How
much more time do | have?” “One” “One what?” “One hour.” Afterwards, at 8 p.m. Sally and | ate with 12 of

the faculty and had a good discussion about God and how He leads and about Jesus and whyl follow Him.

| realized, it is not time to quit. It is time to start over, speaking for Jesus! The third reason was invitations
from the Luke Christian Medical Mission, a group of Taiwanese Christian Medical professionals who want to
lift up Jesus to the Chinese medical community. They have opened doors for me to speak in Chinese churches
in California, Arizona, Washington and Vancouver, BC and even in Boston! Also secular groups like Taiwanese
Associations in various cities have welcomed us and many of their members are not Christians. | also now
regularly preach twice a month in a small Chinese church in Colorado Springs, which helps keep my mind

active.

So now at the age of 91 | still have the goal God gave me when | retired in 1994, to encourage ethnic Chinese,

who have risen to the top in business, medicine and education, to rise from the bottom in worldwide
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mission where they lag behind. Get in the great game of God'’s program of using medicine to open hearts to
Jesus in underserved areas of the world! In many countries women are dying in childbirth because C-sections
are not available. Cleft lips and club feet are ruining the lives of children, and people are starving because the
breadwinner has a serious fracture and no orthopedic surgeon to repair it. Medicine often can go under the
radar that keeps other missionaries out. God has many openings but not enough of His sons and daughters in
Christ are volunteering to go. | still hope to change that. My dear wife of 66 years, Sally, died of a stroke in April
2020. She had loved to go with me to Taiwan and to churches anywhere. Now my youngest son Billy, who was
born in Taiwan and is fluent in Mandarin, is my partner and companion to travel with me. Pray for us and for
those God is calling. It is a calling to a satisfying life here and a “Well done, good and faithful servant” from
lesus in the end. Get in the Game!

drfrankdennis@gmail.com

Dr. Frank Dennis and Mrs. Sally Dennis Dr. Dennis and his son Bill
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SIMEEGEDE

Les Anderson

As an overview, let me first say that the social services staff at Hengchun Christian Hospital does an amazing
job of connecting with the surrounding community. Although | have been exposed to other social service
groups in southern Taiwan either through hospitals or churches, the scope of what | witnessed during my
week with your team was quite impressive. Between the elderly center
visits, home visité, and the “roll-up-your sleeves” activities, it was a week

of witnessing God’s amazing work first hand. One that | will never forget.

There are a couple of specific observations that | came away with that |

would like to expand on. These thoughts have been with me since |

returned home, and | am excited to finally put them on paper.
FoitRERERE
1.During most of the group meetings in Hengchun, | usually felt
disadvantaged due to my minimal Mandarin language skills. There were
times where | was only comprehending 5% of the presentations or conversations, especially those early
morning sessions in the hospital. However, once we started the elderly visits all those concerns were
suddenly erased. God knows our hearts, and can bridge any language for the advancement of His
kingdom. | felt a real connection with all who we visited. Even though few words were spoken, the love
that | experienced on these visits was undoubtedly the result of God’s hands reaching across barriers and
bringing us together. What a refreshing experience to witness these gospels played out in tangible real

life situations.

2. Joyis a concept that is communicated throughout the Bible and imbedded in many sermons. At my
advanced age | truly believed | understood the meaning. However, on this mission trip | observed joy as |
never had before. Obviously all of the participants exhibited joy in their hearts while performing God’s
work, but one gentleman in particular spoke to me in a special way. He was extremely handicapped, to
the extent that he could not stand upright. He wore no shoes and could barely hear. | met him at an
elderly center and we gave him a ride home after lunch. One of the service workers actually carried him
from our van to his living room, where his living conditions were substandard to say the least. However,
once seated in his chair he began to sing, and | could sense the joy he was experiencing. | could not
understand what he was singing about, but it was as if God had his arms around him for all the world to
see. Despite his physical disabilities and lack of material possessions, he was probably the happiest

person | encountered on this trip, and a true inspiration for me moving forward.
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Living Water Church and lts Mission in Bangladesh
Pastor David Halder
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Financial Report Diana Huang

We give thanks to the Lord for giving LCMM opportunities to serve God's kingdom and communities. LCMM currently
has 10 different funds for various ministries. As of October 31,2020, net income/expenses year-to-date is $41,287.11.
LCMM has received total year-to-date contributions in the amount of $202,207.28. This total has included $58,900.00
for the COVID-19 fund, $62,667.28 for the missionary support fund, $59,340.00 for the general fund and $21,300.00
for the other funds.

Total expenses year-to-date is $162,621.44. This total includes $54,600.00 for the missionary support fund and
$45,751.66 for the COVID-19 fund. LCMM had decided to setup a coronavirus fund beginning in March 2020. We thank
the LORD that there were so many people willing to support this COVID-19 fund. With these funds, LCMM has
purchased surgical masks and protective gowns. Also, a Taiwanese non-profit foundation has donated 25,000 surgical
masks to LCMM. We have distributed all these items to hospitals, senior nursing homes, churches, and clinics which
have been serving homeless and lower income families.

For our Africa ministry, LCMM has supported a church food program in Namibia as well as two new programs that have
started this year. The first program is Kidney Health International in Ghana that provides one village (300 people) with
free kidney screening tests. The second program in consideration is Nebobongo evangelical hospital in the Republic of
the Congo which serves local people and holds evangelistic services on the hospital site.

For our Heng Chun Ministry, LCMM is continuing to work with Heng Chun Christian hospital to do local community
service and evangelical service. Also at Heng Chun, LCMM has started a new program that utilizes alcohol mtolerance
screening for oral esophageal cancer prevention.

Luke Christian Medical Mission
Funding report - Jan., 2020 - Oct., 2020

INCOME : Contribution Income S 202,207.28
Bank Interest 1,701.27
TOTAL INCOME: S  203,908.55
EXPENSES: Missionary Support 54,600.00
COVID-19 Expenses 45,751.66
Africa Ministry 13,045.00
MSCE 12,300.00
Heng Chun Ministry 11,400.00
Tai-Tung Ministry 7,045.00
Bangladesh 3,000.00
Others 15,479.78
TOTAL EXPENSES S 162,621.44
EXCESS INCOME/EXPENSE S 41,287.11
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